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October 13, 1987

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

INGLIS TO BE HONORED
CHARLESTON, IL.--The man who led the drive in Springfield to

>-.

f')._

establish what is now Eastern Illinois University will be honored in

C:!) ceremonies to be held Saturday, October 17.
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An oil portrait of Samuel M. Inglis will be unveiled by EIU
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.~ President Stan Rives during the Distinguished Alumni Award luncheon at
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EIU.
Inglis was the chief political advocate of legislation approved
by the Illinois General Assembly in 1895 establishing the Eastern
Illinois State Normal School.
At that time Inglis was Illinois Superintendent of Public
Instruction, having been elected to the post in 1894.

Prior to that he

had been school superintendent at Greenville from 1868 to 1883 and
later a professor at Southern Illinois State Normal University.
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INGLIS TO BE HONORED

As state superintendent he worked vigorously, both within the
legislature and among public school educators in the state, in
promoting passage of the act establishing Eastern.
Charles Coleman, in his hist.ory of Eastern published in 1950,
wrote that Inglis' tenure as superintendent was among other things,
"distinguished by his championing the proposal" to create Eastern.
Inglis spoke at cornerstone-laying ceremonies for Old Main in
1896.

His name is on the cornerstone, located in front of Old Main,

which is EIU's administration building.
The board of trustees chose him as Eastern's first president on
April 12, 1898, but Inglis died on June 1, 1898 while in Kenosha, Wis.
An honorary doctorate was conferred upon him during the last week of
his life.
His widow, Louise Baumberger Inglis, was chosen as one of the
original members of Eastern's faculty in 1899.
in 1957.

She died in Greenville

Both she and Inglis are buried at Montrose Cemetary at

Greenville.
The oil portrait of Inglis was hand-painted by Robert Eaton of
Indianola, Iowa.

It was based on a photograph.

Relatives of Mr. and Mrs. Inglis, many of them living in the
Greenville area, sponsored the portrait, frame and an identification
plate which will be placed below the painting.
The project was undertaken through the EIU Foundation.
painting will be displayed in the University Union at EIU.
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